—

Montgomery, MabMebmary 22,1991

Copyright 1931 The Advartiser Ca.

Indicted |

DA
pleads

guilty

W Sam LeMaistre also
resigned as 3rd Judicial
Clrcuit of Alabama District
Attorney and surrendered
his license to practice law

By MARY ORNDORFF
Advertiser Stall Writer

Former Bullock and Barbour
County District Attorney Sam
: 1 LeMaistre Jr.
pleaded guilty
lo two flederal
counts of mail
fraud Thurs-
day and faces
up to $500,000
in fines and 10
years in feder-
al prison
U.S. District
Judge Truman
Hobbs with-
held a motion
to dismiss several extortion
charges against the former pros-
ecutor pending his cooperation
in an FBI investigation into
white-collar crime in Alabama.
L.eMaistre, 39, also resigned as
3rd Judicial Circuit of Alabama
District Attorney where he had
served for 10 years, and surren-

dered his license to practice law.
Thes narmiainal oviartinn onlints

LeMaistre
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against LeMaistre, charging he
was paid $5,000 to have charges
dismissed in a case in his district,
said Charysse Alexander, assis
tant U.S. attorney. Officials said
this additional count may have
influenced the guilty plea.

“It is not acceptable to have

rrooks in puhhr office,” said | S
Allorney James E. Wilson AN A
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stre first was indicted
with two other officers in De-
cember by a federal grand jury
on charges that extorted
$18,800 from two men in
exchange for dropping criminal
charges against them. LeMaistre
pleaded not guilty to the three
counts of extortion.

The FBI began investigations
in September 1890 when two
confidential sources tipped ofl
agenlts. -

Mr. Wilson added 12 additional
counts in January, alleging Le-
Maistre extorted more than
$60,000 (rom defendants be-
lween March 1989 and Sept.
1990. LeMaistre also pleaded
innocent to the additional
charges,

The other two officers, Eufaula
Police Capl. Earlie Lee Dinkins
Jr. and former Eufaula police of-
ficer William John Tyrrell
pleaded guilty to five counts of
extortion each in late January.
Four were later dismissed. The
two were expected (0 testify
against LeMaistre at his trial
Monday. :

Dinkins was charged Feb. 7
with bribery, distributing co-
caine and stealing a shotgun and
turned himself in to the Barbour
County sherilT, . '
Judge Hobbs heard Le-
Maistre's plea Thursdar in Fed-

eral Court, but the details of that
plea agreement are temporar

sealed by a court order.
T Alnlcbne hoe aleande aogroor]

- offices of public .accountants
~have been notified of the case|

_Assistant U.S. At

ward Segrest'. Mr. Segrest was
~ the lead prosecutor on the case.

~ftricts. _
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“questions,” Mr. Wilson said.

. Between April 1988 and No-
_;,vemben 1990, L.eMaistre diverted

~ about $9,000 from the Alabama
_:Crlme_"‘vlc_tims- Compensation
‘Commission Fund and the Child

 Support Enforcement Fund for

~his personal use. Each check
~serves as one federal count of

- mail fraud. g
. Judge Hobbs will sentence Le-
Maistre at a later date. s
~_Attorney ‘General Jimmy
Evans said the appropriate

‘and will begin investigating res-
_titution requirements for Le-

X

Maistre. i A
~ Mr. Evans or one of his assis-
tant attorneys general will han-

" dle all state prosecutions arising
in LeMaistre's former district
.until Gov. Guy Hunt appoints a

‘new district attorney.

" “This will send a message to

‘all public .:-ofﬁc'algc,)” said First
rney D. 'Bro-l

.~ FBI Special Agents said
Thursday that white-collar crime
and public corruption have be-
come high priority investigations
‘in the middle and southern dis-

- “As I said when he was indict-

"ed, I hoped he wasn't guilty,”

said Bullock County Probate
- Judge Rufus C. Huﬁ‘man. “T re- -

gret that he allowed
stoop that low. He has
the trust of the people.

“Someone who thinks
moral ethics — it’s dev




