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liminary hearing and detention
hearing. Bath face up o life In
prisom, ﬂcmndnta-d af the charges,

FBI Special Agent Peter Buck-
ley testified he had been asslgned
1o be with Ramiro Aguas, who toak
phene calls from the kidnappers,

Buckley said he heard Antonio
Aguas say be had been hit o the
side of his face with a handgun, In
another call, the kidnappers
threstesied ta'cut Antanio Apuas
inte listle pieces If the ransom was
not paid, the FBI agent said.

The events began Sept. 10 and
cangludied Sept. 15 with the rescue
of Antania Aguas and arrest of
Lopez and Merrit, sccording to
Bucldey,

Aguas said he'd bean kbdnagped
outside his business and taken toa
cornfield somewhere in Cham-
palgn County, There was a strug-
gle during which & gun was fired,
Apuas tald investigators, accord-
ing to Buckley.

At the press conference Mon-
day, FBI Special A In Charge
Weysan Duny aLed Anto-
nin Aguna for ks “sociness, com-
posure and bravery™ during his
ardeal.

Dun said FBI, Champaign police
and nine other federal, state and
local agencles worked noastop to
mmﬂgam the ki

“This is a classic case of the
power of combined law enfarce-
ment and intelligence resources,”
Dun said,

He said the investigators
worlied “feverishiv® to apprehend
the Kidnappers and rescue Anto-
o Aguas,

Dun said there was no known
connection  between  Antonio
Aguas and Lopez and Merri,

Champalpgs Police Chisf B.T.
Finney said his department first
learned of the disappearance of
Antondo Aguas late on Sept. 10 ar
early Sept. 11,

Officers and detectives warked
24 hours a day fallowing all leads,
no matter where they led, he said,

Hodger Heaton, [15, atterney
for the Central District of Tlinois,
said, “This happens in mamy coun-
tries. There are people who are
E:lnupp&d and subjected to vio-

ulll -

The violence of this kind of case
iz a top pricrity for federal author-
itdes, he said. But kidnappinga for
ransom are rare in the 1.5, he
sald.

Agcording tn an affidawvit filad
with the criminal camplain, Anto-
nie Agias called his wife on the
evening of Sept, 10, telling ber
that he would bz gone for two
weeks and asking her to plek up
his car, %

The next day at noon, Cham-
paigo police were notified by La

Bamba employees that Antonio
Aguas was missing, according to
the affidavit, His car was found
outside the La Bamba at 1905
Gleon Pack Dirive, -

Abaut 3:30 p.m. Sept. 11, Ramiro
Aguas received a call that his
brother bad been kdnapped, tlie
affidavit said. At hmmﬂymhﬂm
Aguas was visiting
ico and was told b}r the callay m
retwrn tothe 1,5,

He was m:dl:cmdnut i} aay ay.
thingif he wanl:ad tosee h:s broth-
er ative, E

On 12, Ramiro Aauas it
amz:;:hnnu call, de.ma.ndﬁ;g
$250,000, according ta the affi-
davit The next day, he got & call
telling him to tabe the money to
EBloomingtan, g

Thers were several calls that
day, including one &1 £:17 p.an, that
was determined by Investigators
to have been made from a pay
plone &t & gas staticn in Peruy, TN,
The caller said the $250,000 was
oaly the tip of the ieeberg and that
Antando was not in Tlinpis.

According to the thers
was a series of calls from Sept, 13
an, in which Ramiro was ardered
to a gas station in Fort Wayne,
Ind., where he was to deop off the
randam maney. That station was
placed under surveillsnce befors
the brother's errival

About 825 am, Friday, Ramiro
dropped the ransom money at the
gas station and left the area. Sur-
veillance watched Adrian Lepez
refrieve the money and get back
into a tow truck he had been in,
accarding to the affidavir, "

Lopez was followed and ssen
going to a convenience store,
where he got a bag into which he
Placed the ransom x

The tow truck finally weat to an
automotive store, where the driv-
er af the truck and Lopez bath Jeft
the truck.

Shartly thereafrer, Lopez was
arrested sitting on & bench next to
the tow ruck driver outside the
store. Lopez had the bag of ran-
som money, secording to the affi-

Lopez was arrested about $:30
& Sept, 15, according to Dun

Meanwhile, other mremg.arm
learped that Antonio Aguss mighe
be at a matel in Portland, Ind,
near Fort Wayne, The owner of
that motel told investigators cas
roc had been recelving a large
number of phape calls,

The gwner gave a description of
cave occupant that matehed that of
Antopis Aguas, according to the
affidavit,

Shortly after Lopez was arrest-
ed, agents koocked on the doar of
the motel room and  wers
answered by Merritt. Iemediate-
ly upon entering the room, the
agents saw Antonio Aguas sitting
in the room unrestrained. Merritt
was then arrested, according to
the affidavit.
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