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Decision steps up push for FBI reform

pointed up the agency’s institu-
tional responsibility for the ex-
cesses of its informant programs.

The lawyer for one alleged vic-

» FBI
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cus from Connolly as a rogue
agent to more fundamental

lems with the FBI's informant pro-
ETams.

The jury “bought into the idea
that the FBI put him in this situa-
tion, that the FBI encouraged him
to hang out with these people and
that, when it went bad, the FBI
turned its back on him,” promi-
nent Boston defense attorney Jo-
seph Oteri said. “It’s a classic com-
promise verdict. They knew he
was dirty, but they gave him the
benefit of the doubt.”

gations that he took bribes and
leaked the identities of some infor-
mants so they could be killed.

“There clearly is a divide,” said
former Suffolk district attorney
Ralph C. Martin 11, who is now in
private practice.

In essence, the 1999 indict-

mants, reputed crime bosses
James “Whitey” Bulger of South
Boston and Stephen Flemmi of
Quincy, as early as the mid-1970s,
when he transferred to Boston
from the FBI's New York office.

that Connolly had tipped off

. Bulger and Flemmi to the identi-

ties of three men, Richard Cas-
tucci, Brian Halloran, and John

and for being a conduit for four
bribes given to his supervisor,

government for their testimony.
Of the government’s chief wit-

of at least 20 people; another,
mnumnﬂuﬁhdwﬂmﬂ‘
another, Kevin Weeks, had ad-
mitted to helping Bulger and
Flemmi dispose of bodies and to
saying that he would “admit to
killing Kennedy” if he were given
immunity.

Doubts about the truthfulness
of those witnesses, the specialists

Iy tipped off Bulger and Flemmi to
identities of other informants so
they could be killed.

That news disappointed some
survivors of alleged victims of
Bulger and Flemmi who are suing
Connolly and the FBI for wrongful
death, but others said it only

tim of & tipoff — Tulsa,
Okla., business tycoon Roger
Wheeler — insisted that the ver-
dict was “just a beginning.”

He said he plans to use the case
to help show that the FBI's policies

to the prosecution team for their
hard work, a great day for the fam-
ilies and for justice,” said Boston
lawyer Frank Libby, who repre-
sents the family in an $800 million
lawsuit against the federal govern-
ment.

“This was a careful, thoughtful
jury that did its job. 1 believe they
saw this [Connolly’s] conduct for
what it was — a perversion of the
way law enforcement is supposed

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

Newsapers”




