News

S The Atlanta Constitution (Atlanta, Georgia) - 31 Oct 1997, Fri - Page 78
by <Dlancestry

Downloaded on Nov 10, 2020

A DUI a day
dodges city .

traffic court
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e

mzm DUI, because of the public safety
Charles factor, I'd use my resources to go
STAFF WRITERS after the DUIs.”

Atlanta’s traffic court has most revenue, with fines that

cases
during the last 15 years, the et, there is no time limit for pros-
equivalent of allowing one driver ecuting a DU offense. But

Since its creation in 1982, the difficult with each year,

court has sat on 6,09 DUI cases, as arresting officers leave the

to obtained ‘mefno-

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution ries fade and records are lost.

under a months-long request Atlanta have central

the state’s Open Records storage area for DUI evidence,
such

The forgotten tickets have Many of the DUI offenders —
thousands of drivers to  who “come to Atlanta to havé a

g0 ‘computerized ," Bray -
search of the shelved tickets side the court’s jurisdiction,
turned up 49 drivers who have which can make collection diffi-
been cited twice for DUI, on dif- cult. But of the 49 drivers cited
ferent days, only to go for DUI at least twice but not
unprosecuted. prosecuted, 43 had Atlanta

addresses when they ticket-

money from an accused drunken
ic court  driver in return for help in
officials have snared $4 million DU tickets. -

And Eddie Castleberry, an
defense lawyer, was sen-
tenced to 40 months in prison for

. bribing former Traffic Court
Assistant Solicitor Kenneth

“If I had to choose between some-
ane who ran 8 red light and & 7 %
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