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‘| thieves

Labor official
adm1ts role In

An investigator for the U.S. Department ef Labor was
recorded making deals to fence stolen archltectural ltems

" By JosephA. Slobodz;an
INQUIRER STAFE WRITI;R .

ast that FBI agent expected ol

to hear as: they listened to a wire- - Defen:
tapped pay telephone‘at the biisy sky callei
drug corner of Elghih Street and
-Allegheny Avenue in- Phﬂadel- S

phla

-But it was the voice ef the us.
Department of Labor investigator
on the tape from Nov. 21, 1997, not
talking about drugs but bartermg
with a neighborhood burglar over
stolen architectural relics.

Yesterday, a- prosecutor told a
federal judge that the inadvertent

tapes of Kass proved that he was

acting as a high-volume fence —
for more than $120,000 worth of
gates, grates, mantels and other ap-
pointments — working for a ring of
“robbing poor neighbor-
hoods of their archztectural heri-
tage.”

The information surfaced during
a hearing at which Kass, 53, plead-
ed guilty to interstate transporta-
tion of stolen property, mcludmg
the east-iron gateés stolen in 1998
from h:smnc St. Peter’s Episcopal
Chureh in Society Hill.

Kass declined to comment after
the hearing, at which he admitted

_condtet that could put him behind

bars for 15 t6 21 months.

Kass leaned heavily against the
lectern during the 50-minute hear-
ing before U.S. District Judge Pe-
trese B. Tucker, heaving periodic

‘sighs with his one-word respons-
-~ es-to-the judge’s guestions about.
Jns ‘understanding of “his le

mistake in Juégment He sald that
Kass cqoperated with authormes af—

stoleli c}mreh
gates to city pohca '

Assistant U.S. Attorney Linda
Dale Hoffa quoted extensively
from transcripts of three wire-
tapped phone calls to show, she
said, that Kass kaew that the items
he bought from three North Phila-
delphia thieves had been stolen
from neighborhood buildings.

Hoffa said the wiretaps and the
testimony of Anthony Lewis, 34,
showed Kass bought stolen items
for cash five to six times a week.
Lewis was later arrested by Phila-
delphia police for his role in the
thefts and is now on probation.

Hoffa said Kass’ checking ac-
count showed he made numerous
cash deposits and withdrawals:
$393,420 withdrawn between Janu-~
ary 1997 and April 1998, including a
total of $111,670 from automated
teller machines.

Kass even falked fo his suppliers
from his office phene at the US.
Department of Labor Inspector
General’s Office at Sixth and Chest-
nut Streets, in the same building as
the U.S. Attorneys Office. Hoffa

See HASS on BB
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' mss ‘from B1.

Snid Kass also paid thieves at lunch-

fime meetings at an ATM at Sixth

;{nd Ranstead Streets, behind his of-
ce,

- The incident that triggered Kass’
a\ownfall was the theft of the
200-year-old gates from the back of
St. Peter’s at Third and Pine Streets
jn February 1998,

Hoffa said Kass paid $600 to
Darryl Nixon for the gates — val-
ved at $10,000 — and sold them for

$1, 100 on Feb, 4, 1998 to Frxtz
Sterbal\ owner ct‘ an antigues
store in Havre de Grace, Md. Nix-
on was later arrested by Philadel-
phia police and cooperated with
investigators.

Kass told Sterbak he was a re-
tired FBI agent and assured Step-
bak he had obtained the gates legal-
ly from a dexnohtmn contractor,
Hoffa said.

But news reports about the theft

from the historic church circulat-

ed widely on the East Coast, and e

week later, Sterbak haard the

news at an antigues auctmn, Hoffa

said.

venfy that his gates matched the
remaining ‘gates at St. Peter’s,

‘Sterbak called Kass and told him

he had 48 houts to pick up the
gates and return them to the
church or Sterbak would cau po-
lice. ;

Kass retrieved the two 7=faot-tall

. said retur
-+ charch oy
. After drwmg to Phlladelyh:a to

wmught@on g&tes and was the “m»
identified mfam;lant" who police
the gates .t th::

woh 4

Even ther, Hoffa aaid Kass triec
to hide his role, telling police he
could not identify the person from
whom he bought the gates and not
revealing that he had resoid them
to Sterbak.
Joseph A. Slobodzxan ] e-maii address
i jslobodzian@phillynews.com




