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Frank Antxco Jr. leav&s courthouse yesterday after his father
(below) was found guﬂty of extortlon, racketeenng and wwe fraud

hlS power for sex, bribes

go at the topless jomts

a - - Such were the findings of a jury, which
; mlddlevagedv man out own yesterday found Antico guilty of one
~~many a night; Frank Antico enjoyed free count of racketeering, nine counts of ex-
- cognac and. mpless dancers. . o
- -He had a way. thh women and club lowing a 16-day trial in federal court.

owners. The verdict means Antico may have to
It wasn’t ]ust his handsome mug, hls forfeit up to $365,000 — a sum that prose-

-wardrobe, his gift of gab, his qulck smile:
- For- Antico, hls mspectors badge from

. ten gains over a 13-year period. -

rector of the city’s Board of Pensions,
‘Antico, 59, worked for L&I for abou
years. He was making,nearly $56,000 a

to hell w1th the law, allowmg anythmg to

“tortion and eight counts of wire fraud fol--.

thick white hair, his dark tan, his flashy cutors contend represents all his ill-got- .

. He -also faces the loss.of. .his\gity pen-./ .
» smn “said Joseph Herkness, executive di-

_istress, who bore him two other soms,
lived in another house in another neigh.

‘ . year as a supervisory inspector when hef
tic anything he ;etlred in 1996 and his pension is about’

* ‘gave him free sex and cash for keeping
, or nearly $41,000 .

_L&I away from her Center. City brothe
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‘sultant and a vwealthy madam who

* Ex L& big guilty of using

operated several Center City brothels.
“There was extortion, but it was innocu--
-ous,” juror Larry Sybrandt, 32, a computer
programmer from Malvern, said after the
verdict. “He didn’t put a gun to anybody’s..
head,” but “they understood they needed
to play ball with this guy, not so much for

.protection but at least to be on his good

side.” .

Antico was released on bail by Us. Dls-
trict Judge Jan E. DuBois to await sentenc-
ing on Aug. 12. Sentencing guidelines call

for a prison term in the six-year range,

the prosecutors said.
~~Antico and his attorneys, Brian McMona-

‘gle and Mark Cedrone, declined comment.

Trial testimony painted a picture of an
amoral and corrupt city official who sold
his badge for petty bribes and sex flings. -

.For many years, Antico’s wife and two
sons lived with him in one house, and his

borhood. Antico cheated on both families,
He romanced a wealthy madam who

filess
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his L&I m’flc ;There also was a

pretty paralegal. Like the topless

“dancer, the paralegal was much
- younger than Antico. L .
All - four - ex-lovers tesnﬁed -

agamst Antico.
Elizabeth Ricciardi, his ex-mis-

“tress of 22 years and mother of
two of Antico’s sons, told the ju-

ry that Antico set her up in busi-
ness as a consultant 1o pmvate
clients who needed help in get-
ting L&I permits or licenses. It

was a lucrative trade for both of

them. According to the prosecu-
tors, Ricciardi grossed more than
$700,000 in 10 years as an expedit-
er. In exchange, she dropped her
demands for child support.

Most of the $365,000 forfeiture
that Antico faces was attribut-

able to this alleged scam, one in-
which Antico saved himself a lot ~

of money while enriching a
close associate at taxpayers’ ex-
pense, prosecutors said.

- A second lover, Maureen Mc-

Causland, was a wealthy madam
who operated several brothels in
the city. McCausland said "she
paid Antico about $8,000 over a
10-year period and.made love to

keep L&I off her back.

A third lover, topless dancer
Jennifer “Stevie” Pizzerello said
she didn’t have to get a $200 city
‘license to perform on club stages

;because she was having sex with

Antico in his L&] office at night.

“The fourth former lover, para- -
legal Kathy Walker, worked in a.
 large Center City law firm, Ober-
‘mayer, Rebmann, Maxwell and
‘Hippel. Walker said she got
| speedy approval from L&, for pa-
_perwork needed by. the ﬁrm,

“Antico at New Jersey motels to -




