awaits its
prince

Room decked out

for Charles’ visit
By Chris Kelley

Staff Writer of The News

The sixth-floor flag room out-
side the Dallas City Council cham-
bers — which is used mostly as a
place to sit, relax and get away
from City Hall business — had a
decidedly more formal look Mon-
day.

Twelve dining tables, draped in
ironed white tablecloths, were set

B Prince arrives. 1A

with the city’s official bilue-and-
green china. Plush red chairs, bor-
rowed from the Dallas Convention
Center, were strategically placed
around the tables in groups of 10.
The crystal had been polished, the
napkins folded, the three forks
per plate set in the order of their
expected use.

When Prince Charles sits down
to lunch Tuesday with Mayor
Starke Taylor, City Council mem-
bers and members of the British-
American Commerce Association,
city officials say it will be a recep-
tion fit for a future king.

“The visit by the Prince of
Wales is an occasion for both joy
and pride,” said R. Richard Rubot-
tom, director of the city’s Office of
International Affairs. “We're ap-
preciative that he is accommodat-
ing us this much recognition.”

The prince, who arrived in Dal-
las Monday evening for a five-day
visit in Texas, will tour three local
businesses and on Tuesday bestow
the Winston Churchill award on
comniiter maecnate H Ross Perot

AT

The Dallas Morning News

Search continues for girl

FBI; police check for link to Feb. 12 abduction

By Eliot Kleinberg

Staff Writer of The News

Volunteers on Monday searched wooded
areas of North Dallas for Christie Dianne
Proctor, while police and FBI agents said
they were looking into a possible link be-
tween the disappearance of the 9-year-old
and the brief abduction last week of an-
other girl. .

The girl's grandfather, Ralph Brooks,
Monday offered a $5,000 reward for her safe
return, as parents from the girl’s school ex-
pressed concern about the safety of their

own children.

Christie, a fourth-grader at J. Frank Do-
bie Elementary School, disappeared about 6
p.m. Saturday as she walked the few blocks
to her apartment complex from a friend’s
house in the neighborhood, less than a mile
from the intersection of LBJ Freeway and
North:Central Expressway.

Shd'was last seen on Rolling Hills Lane,
walkinig toward her apartment, at Brook-
green Drive and Maham Road. _

Polige, the girl’s father and volunteers
Please see SEARCH on Page 14A.

and service
questioned

County officials address

minorities’ treatment
By Melinda Henneberger

Staff Writer of The News

Dallas County commissioners on Monday
asked the county’s representative to the Dallas
Area Rapid Transit board to relay their con-
cerns about the agency’s minority hiring prac-
tices and its service to minority communities.

“I have a constituency that's being left at
the bus stop,” Commissioner John Wiley Price
told DART board member Tom Unis. Price said

T;-'nearly%ﬁgpm new buses are serving Dallas'

northern Suburbs while inner<ity riders are

relegated to old and overcrowded buses.

“I serve the north end and I agree — serve
the ridership we have first,” Commissioner
Jim Jackson said.

Unis said the suburban runs would con-
tinune pending a marketing campaign to in-
crease ridership there.

“You don’t have to campaign people who
are already there,” Unis said. But to attract
new riders, “you’ve got to bait them with a
new bus,” he said.

Price disagreed, saying that a continued
emphasis on new suburban riders at the ex-
pense of regular inner-city customers was not
acceptable. If minorities don't get improved
service within four months, they will boycott
the DART system, Price said.

DART spokesman Robin Stringfellow said
suburban and downtown buses cannot be in-
terchanged because of separate contractual
agreements. ‘

But 192 of 248 old buses are due for replace-
ment, Stringfellow said. By mid-April, about 30
double-long buses and 92 standard coaches
will be added to the fleet, “many of which will
serve-the heavily minority routes in question
... to answer overcrowding problems,” he
Please see DART on Page 15A.
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