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William Branon, special agent-incharge of the Cleveland

FBI office, meets

By M.R. Kropko
Associated Press
CLEVELAND — Police of
ncen in uniform wem among 34
g{ arrested Thi after
1 sting opentlan it set

up gambling dens and allegedly
hired officers to provide secur-
:t.y'dmd warn about impending

s.
Forty-seven people were
charged in federal indictment
unsealed Thursday. Tvemy-
three Cleveland

and seven former olmnn. a city

ice officer
other le were
Thi others
indictments, none of them
police ol been

arrested by late Thursday af-
ternoon, police said.

in the

Thursday to

comment on
th 's sting operation that resulted in indictments
m..g.w - 'rvmuctmw
wlvodlng-mbllnnmdnareouu.

FBI sting bites hard in Cleveland

police officers in-

Those arrested, some in
lice uniform, others wearing
deuffs, lined the wulll of a
Me;;l cm:rt nhnml;er dnr}nu]
arraignmen ngs. Eac
me or all of
rour related nmbinx protec-
tion charges and caruplrlng to
protect a narcotics shipment.
The FBI set up phony
bling operaﬂ and hi r-
ficers to security for

ts clandestine games Ineludlnl
, bl and

and three fice.

“They were FBI sting
:rerlﬂ ns,” Branon said. “We

d not infiltrate any ongoing
activity.”

Undercover agents made
about 170 cash payments to of-

ficers, averaging between $300
s tag
wyer Patricl o,
hired by the Cleveland Poneé
Patrolmen’s Association to rep-
mwent, said Thoﬂd hy
arraignme: ursday he
did not know enough about the
indictments to comment But
Robert

the union’s dent,
Beck, complained: “This is typ-

ical FBI )
Police Chief Edward Kovacic
said active-duty officers were
led. He said he didn't
know about the sting until ln

internal investigation

sible police involvement ln
ling failed and he asked
ﬂxe FBI for help. —i
it

was not
that the FBI had been
condu this, nor that I had

not been told, because there
was no reason for me to be
told,” the chief said.

The department cooperated

with the FBI tion after
cers at  Kovacic learned ardm probe in

August 1990, he

“There was absolutely noth-
ing done from that point on that
.w:':t not done jointly,” Kovacic

The narcotics charge also
stemmed from an FBI sting in
which police officers
offered to_hel,

‘Some may perceive this
dark day for Cleveland and our
mmmnr;lz, but I don't ... We

must d with our problems
head-on.”
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